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January 21, 19G4 



The President 
The \\ ; hite House 

Dear Mr. President; 

With reference to our conversation at the reception following the 
dedication of the National Geographic =3ociety ! s new building on 
January 15th, I wish to report the following: 

A position paper on possible U3-US3R cooperation in lunar 
expiorstion is now in the final stages of coordination with the 
Department of State, Department of Defense, Joint Chiefs of 
•Staff. National Aeronautics and Space Council, and the Central 
Intelligence Agency and will be forwarded through channels in 
approximately one week." This paper outlines a step-fay-stap 
approach to further cooperation and discusses the many aspects 
to be considered in making specific proposals, a number oi 
vjhieh are described and analyzed. 

If, in the light of that discussion, you should decide that the US 
should take the initiative now in the direct presentation of a 
specific proposal, I suggest that you propose that the US and the 
USSR cooperate in a joint program of unmanned flight projects - " 
to support a manned lunar landing. The effort should beginlvith 
the exchange of data already obtained and with joint planning of 
future flight missions to secure additional data in the following 
areas: 

1. Micrometeoroid density between the earth and the moon. 

2. Radiation and energetic particles associated with solar 

activity along trajectories to the moon. 

3. Characteristics of the lunar surface. 

4. Selection of best lunar landing sites. 



Ih'i President 
January 21, 19o4 



.vhila v;e cannot forecast the Jovlet response in advance, 2nd 
adequate implementation requires a change in the Soviet attitude 
v/ith respect to disclosure of information, with regard to pro-gram 
plans and results, I believe this proposal constitutes a practical 
step which goes as far as v. : e should prudently go in the light of 
our own national interests. If such a cooperative project were 
satisfactorily under way, more advanced proposals could be 
considered. 

In viev? of the personal interest of Secretary Rusk in this question 
I enclose a copy to be forwarded to him, should you so desire. 
This specific package proposal has not been coordinated with 
other agencies. 



iiugn Li. L/ryaen 
Deputy Administrator 
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